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JEFF BURKE (Moderator) is assistant dean for 
technology and innovation at the UCLA School 
of Theater, Film and Television (UCLA TFT).

Burke is a three time UCLA alumnus 
(B.S., M.S., Electrical Engineering; MFA, Film, 
Television and Digital Media) who has produced, 

managed, programmed and designed experimental performances, short films, 
new genre art installations and new facility construction internationally for more 
than 15 years. Burke has been a faculty member since 2001 and today, in addi-
tion to his role developing technology and innovation strategy at UCLA TFT, is 
co-PI and application team lead for the Named Data Networking project, a multi-
campus effort supported by the National Science Foundation (NSF) and an inter-
national 25-member consortium to develop a future internet architecture.

In 2004, Burke co-founded UCLA TFT’s Center for Research in 
Engineering, Media and Performance (REMAP), a collaboration with the 
Henry Samueli School of Engineering and Applied Science, which combines 
research, artistic production and community engagement. At REMAP, Burke’s 
research has been supported by the NSF and NEA, Intel, Cisco, Trust for Mutual 
Understanding and the MacArthur Foundation, among others. From 2006-
2012, Burke was area lead for participatory sensing at the NSF Center for 
Embedded Networked Sensing, helping to define a new application arena for 
mobile devices. In 2014, he received a three-year Google Focused Award on the 
“Future of Storytelling,” for work that will explore the intersection of storytelling 
and coding through research and production of original, interdisciplinary digital 
media works at UCLA TFT. 

ANA SERRANO (Panelist) is the chief 
digital officer of the Canadian Film 
Centre and founder of CFC Media Lab, 
the world-renowned and award-winning 
institute for interactive storytelling created 
in 1997. Serrano is driving the digital 

transformation of the CFC into a unique blend of talent, product and 
company accelerator, and creative production house. Most recently, she 
launched Canada’s first digital entertainment accelerator, ideaBOOST, 
with founding partners Shaw Media, Corus Entertainment and Google. 
To date, Serrano has directed the development of more than 130 digital 
media projects, mentored more than 50 start-ups, and has received 
numerous awards from the digital media, film and theater industries in 
both Canada and the United States. They include a Visionary of the Year 
DigiAward; a Best Canadian Feature Film award from the International 
Reel Asian Film Festival for her own transmedia production Prison Dancer: 
The Musical; and a Jim Blackaby Ingenuity Award for Body/Mind/Change.  
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SARA THACHER (Panelist) makes 
next generation immersive 
narrative and entertainment 
experiences as a creative lead 
at Walt Disney Imagineering 
Research and Development. Her 

work combines creative approaches to storytelling that leverage 
digital tools and new technologies while prioritizing physical 
experience to turn audience members into participants.

Before becoming an Imagineer, Thacher was the senior 
creative producer at Nonchalance where she led design and 
production of “The Jejune Institute,” an immersive narrative 
experience embedded in the heart of San Francisco. There, 
she defined a new type of re-playable entertainment that used 
everything from an interactive 1970s psuedo-science “induc-
tion” office to low-power “pirate” radio stations — all to create 
a deep shadow world for participants to discover. More recently, 
in collaboration with designer Ken Eklund, she produced “Future 
Coast,” a National Science Foundation-funded participatory 
storytelling experience addressing climate change. 

Thacher earned a bachelor of fine arts degree from the 
Rhode Island School of Design and a master of fine arts degree 
from the California College of the Arts. Her projects have been 
covered by publications such as The New York Times, The Wall 
Street Journal and Wired. “The Jejune Institute” is the subject of 
a 2013 feature documentary The Institute. 

BARRY THREW (Panelist) is a designer and technolo-
gist working in spatial media, mutable architectures and 
interactive experience. Based in San Francisco, he works 
in collaboration with institutions, artists and organizations 
at the intersection of technology and culture. Focused on 
forward-looking artistic projects creatively (mis)using experi-

ential technologies, he leaves behind installations, performances and artifacts.
Threw’s work has been presented in festivals around the world and his installations 

have been shown at such venues as the 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing, China; the 
YouTube BrandLab in New York City; the Sacramento International Airport; the California 
Institute for Telecommunications and Information Technology at UCSD; and San Francisco’s 
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts and Gray Area Foundation for the Arts. He has worked in 
collaboration such artists as Kronos Quartet, Oval, Edwin van der Heide, Egbert Mittlestadt, 
Biosphere, Camille Utterback, Signal, Monolake and Jon Rose, among others.

Threw has worked with a variety of organizations stationed at the crossroads of art 
and technology. He is currently the director of software at Obscura Digital, a San Francisco 
creative technology studio specializing in the design and execution of immersive and inter-
active experiences worldwide. Previously, he was the software director for Keith McMillen 
Instruments and software architect at Recombinant Media Labs. He sat on the board of 
directors for the BEAM Foundation, seeking to spark a Western new classical music move-
ment based on the technologies and aesthetics of the 21st century; and was an advisor  
with the Gray Area Foundation for the Arts, an education and performance non-profit  
dedicated to building social consciousness through digital culture. He works with Fabricatorz 
to advance projects that evolve our cultural ecosystems through freedom and sharing. 

Threw graduated from Boston’s Berklee College of Music with a dual degree in 
music production and engineering/music synthesis. He later received a degree in  
electronic music and recording media from Mills College in Oakland, Calif.
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FRED TURNER (Panelist) is an asso-
ciate professor in the Department of 
Communication at Stanford University. 
He is the author of three books: The 
Democratic Surround: Multimedia and 
American Liberalism from World War II to the 

Psychedelic Sixties (University of Chicago Press, 2013); From Counterculture 
to Cyberculture: Stewart Brand, the Whole Earth Network, and the Rise of 
Digital Utopianism  (University of Chicago Press, 2006); and Echoes of 
Combat: The Vietnam War in American Memory (Anchor/Doubleday, 1996; 
2nd ed., University of Minnesota Press, 2001). Before arriving at Stanford, 
Turner taught communication at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School 
of Government and MIT’s Sloan School of Management. He also worked 
for 10 years as a journalist. He has written for newspapers and magazines 
ranging from the Boston Globe Sunday Magazine to Nature.

A CONVERSATION WITH  
JOH LANDAU
At the close of Transforming Hollywood 6, UCLA School of Theater, 
Film and Television Lecturer Tom Nunan, an executive producer of the 
Academy Award-winning film Crash, will speak with Academy Award-
winning producer Jon Landau. They will cover subjects ranging from 
virtual production and intellectual property expansion strategies to 
Landau’s groundbreaking work with filmmaker James Cameron and 
how it has influenced other technological advances in VR.

“Landau has learned how to make the surreal real, the 
impossible possible and as a result, he is recognized throughout 
the industry and worldwide as the visionary’s visionary,” Nunan 
says. “There isn’t a more demanding creative job on earth than the 
task of producing a single Avatar film, let alone three sequels to 
Cameron’s masterpiece, simultaneously, which is what he is doing 
now.  The technological wizardry, digital mastery and entrepre-
neurial fearlessness that Landau has come to personify make him 
the perfect guest to cap off our Transforming Hollywood event.”

MODERATOR
Tom Nunan  

Executive Producer of the Academy Award-winning film Crash 
Lecturer, UCLA School of Theater, Film and Television
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JON LANDAU (Guest Speaker) is an 
Academy Award- and two-time Golden 
Globe-winning producer who holds the 
distinction of producing the two highest 
grossing movies of all-time, Avatar (2009) 
and Titanic (1997). The combination of 

Landau’s thorough understanding of the most complex state-of-the-art tech-
nologies, his ability to work hand-in-hand with the highest caliber of creative 
talent, and his motivational abilities has enabled him to play a significant 
role in numerous major motion pictures.

Throughout his career, Landau has also been instrumental in the 
licensing and marketing of his films across all platforms around the globe. He 
has taken a hands-on approach to bringing innovation, diversity and show-
manship to these areas of the process.

Never one to rest on his laurels, Landau is proactively working with 
companies and individuals throughout the entertainment industry to push 
technologies to new levels that will allow new stories to be told and then 
presented in more engaging and immersive ways. 

TOM NUNAN (Moderator) is best known as 
founder and partner of Bull’s Eye Entertainment. 
Nunan and his partners achieved worldwide 
fame and success for producing the multiple 
Academy Award-winning Best Picture Crash, 
along with The Illusionist, Thumbsucker and 

Employee of the Month, among others. Nunan has also supervised the creation 
and production of numerous high-profile television projects including the small-
screen adaptation of Crash, which was the first scripted drama on the Starz cable 
network and aired for two seasons. Prior to forming Bull’s Eye, Nunan was presi-
dent of the United Paramount Network (UPN), now known as The CW. Before 
that, he was president of NBC Studios, now known as NBCUniversal. Previously, 
Nunan was part of a small management team that helped create the Fox 
Broadcasting Company, overseeing its growth from a two-night a week program-
ming service to the seven-night a week national network it is today.

Nunan began his career in TV movies, first as an executive for 
legendary producers Peter Guber, Chuck Fries and Jerry Weintraub. He then 
transitioned into the role of network executive, running movies for TV at ABC 
before joining Fox.

Nunan helped found The Joyful Heart Foundation, a non-profit created 
by Emmy and Golden Globe-winning actress and friend Mariska Hargitay. 
Nunan currently serves on its board of directors and has twice served as the 
board chairman. Nunan is a former board member, vice chair and chairman 
of the Hollywood Radio & TV Society and is an alumnus of the UCLA School 
of Theater, Film and Television. Nunan has taught at UCLA TFT’s graduate-
level Producers Program for 20 years.
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DINING OPTIONS ON CAMPUS
Conference guests may find affordable and healthy lunch options at 
these nearby campus locations:

	 Stage Canteen in Melnitz/Macgowan Back Lot

	� Untitled Café in Broad Art Center

	 Northern Campus Student Center

	� LuValle Commons
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NOTES
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THANK YOU
The Conference wishes to thank the following for their support of Transforming Hollywood:

USC School of Cinematic Arts

Dean Elizabeth Daley, Steve Anderson, Alessandro Ago, Michael Renov

USC Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism

Dean Ernest Wilson, Geoffrey Long, Erin Reilly, Francesca Marie Smith, Jonathan Taplin

UCLA School of Theater, Film and Television 

Dean Teri Schwartz, FTVDM Chair William McDonald, Fred Bush, Patricia Biggi, Brian Clark,  
Karl Holmes, Raymond Olson, Lorri Shundich, Brian Rosenberg, Janis Wilson

WE ARE TRULY GRATEFUL!
David Craig, Andrew deWaard, James Fleury, Sam Ford, Alan Friel, Will Gorges, Rich Halke,  
Gigi Johnson, Inga Johnston, Thomas Jorion, Frederic Josue, Cynthia Lieberman, Katherine Marpe,  
Alex McDowell, Mauricio Mota, David O’Grady, Howard A. Rodman, Luke Ryan, Tyler Stefanich,  
Eddo Stern, Matthias Stork, Scott Walker, Mark Warshaw, Bryan Wuest 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
Andrew J. Kuehn Jr. Foundation, presenting sponsor 

5D Institute, Annenberg Innovation Lab, UCLA Games Lab, Futures of Entertainment Consortium,  
LA Webfest, Transmedia LA Meetup, Havas Media Group and Variety

Co-Directors: Denise Mann and Henry Jenkins
Executive Producers: Anke Zwirner, Ben Harris
Associate Producer: Stasia Fong
Director and Production Supervisor, Video Operations: David McKenna 
Camera Operators: David McKenna, Paul Cannon, John Soliman
Video Editors: David McKenna, Paul Cannon, John Soliman
Executive Director, Communications and Marketing: Sandy Hall
Media Relations Manager: Noela Hueso
Events and Social Media Manager: Crystal Santana
Web Content Manager: Reign Johnson 
Catalog Editor: Noela Hueso 
Catalog Design: Escott Associates 
Theater Operations: Steven Foley
Production Services and Facilities Coordinator: Rand Soares
Chief Studio Projectionist: Steve Perlmutter
Studio Projectionists: Jim Rutherford, Amos Rothbaum, Matt Kelly, Fred Kiko
Assistant Manager, UCLA TFT Theaters: Juan Nunez
Still Photographer: Christina Carrea 
Reception Design: Sylvia Terry
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